CHINESE NEW YEAR – 26th JANUARY, 2009
The Year of the Bullock

By KC UNG
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The Years of the Ox/Bull/Bullock/Cow: 
1913, 1925, 1937, 1949, 1961, 1973, 1985, 1997, 2009
[10 Feb. 2010 – The Year of the Tiger]

Intro. 

Be it a Bull – an uncastrated adult male of mammal species, esp. cattle

Or a Bullock – a young domestic bull or a castrated bull
Or a Cow – female of domestic cattle
Or an Ox - an adult castrated male of cattle
God Owns all by Right of Creation:          Psa. 50:10; Acts 17:24, 25

Every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.
A. The Ox is a Picture of the Sinner.

1. An Ox is a Castrated Creature. 
· A fully grown castrated male of the bovine family. 



Webster.
· Castrate = remove testicles from: to remove the testicles of a man or male animal, making reproduction impossible. Animals are sometimes castrated to make them more docile and to prevent disease.
Encarta
a. Cf. The Sinner is “Cut-off” from Christ and God – 


Eph. 2:12

At that time ye were without [cut-off from] Christ, being aliens [cut-off] from the commonwealth of Israel, 


and strangers [cut-off] from the covenants of promise, having no [cut-off from] hope, and without [cut-off from] God in the world.

Ct. The Jews – called the Circumcision [Cut-off] in the flesh made by hands;
Eph. 2:11


And the Gentiles – called Uncircumcision…

Eph. 2:11;

…being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh. [Not cut-off, yet dead]
Col. 2:13
b. Cf. The Sinner Cannot be “offered” to God.



cf. Lev. 22:24, NIV 

You must not offer to the LORD an animal whose testicles are bruised, crushed, torn or cut.

And you…who were dead in trespasses and sins… were by nature the children of wrath.
Eph. 2:1-3

2. An Ox is a Beast of Burden.


I Chr. 12:40


They…brought bread on asses, and on camels, and on mules, and on oxen….

a. Cf. The Sinner is a Bearer of Sin’s Burden.



Mt. 11:28


Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

b. Ct. The Saint Casts his daily burden upon Christ, for He Cares for him.


I Pet. 5:7

Casting all your care upon Him; for he careth for you.
3. An Ox engages in Worthless Work for itself.

a. It is engaged in Futile Labour – in treading the corn, it walks in circles
Deut. 25:4


Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the corn.

b. It is engaged in Fruitless Living – it cannot reproduce and it ends up as meat.
Deut. 14:4



These are the beasts which ye shall eat: the ox, the sheep, and the goat.
· The Works of the Sinner are Filthy (Isa. 64:6); Faith-less (Rom. 4:4, 5); Futile (Eph. 2:8, 9); Fruitless (Tit. 3:5)

B. The Bull or Bullock is a Picture of the Saviour.


A Bull – an uncastrated adult male of domestic cattle; a Bullock – a young domestic bull or a castrated bull;

Christ is the Bullock in …
1. The Burnt Offering.

Lev. 1:2-9
If any man of you bring an offering unto the LORD, ye shall bring your offering

 of the cattle… And he shall kill the bullock before the LORD.
1:2b, 5a
· Jesus, the Burnt Offering – In burnt offerings…
…Thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come… to do Thy will, O God.
Heb. 10:5-10

a. The Sacrifice must be Spotlessly Perfect – let him offer a male without blemish.
1:3

· Jesus, Perfect on the Outside: Pilate saith … I find in Him no fault at all.
Jn. 18:38; 19:4, 6

b. The Sacrifice was Scrupulously Scrutinised for “Pollution” – skin… and cut it into pieces. 1:6-9a, NIV
· Jesus, Pure on the Inside: This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
Mt. 3:17; 17:5

c. The Sacrifice is Solely God’s Possession – the priest shall burn all on the altar.
1:9

· Jesus, Purely for God’s Satisfaction: This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Mt. 3:17; 17:5

d. The Sacrifice is of Sweet Savour and all-Pleasing – of a sweet savour unto the LORD.
1:9c

· Christ…hath given Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.
  Eph. 5:2

2. The Sin Offering.


Lev. 4:3

Let him bring for his sin…a young bullock without blemish… for a sin offering.

· Jesus, the Sin Offering – He hath made Him to be sin [offering] for us, who knew no sin. II Cor. 5:21
a. Blood must be shed for Atonement.

4:5-7 cf. Heb. 9:22
Aaron shall…make an atonement…and shall kill the bullock of the sin offering.
· without shedding of blood is no remission.

Heb. 9:22
b. Sins must be confessed on the Animal.

4:4 cf. 16:21, 22

[He shall] lay his hand upon the bullock's head, and kill the bullock before the LORD.

Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him…all their sins.

· If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins. 

I Jn. 1:9
c. Only its fat could be burnt on the Altar. It was God’s Portion and for His Pleasure only.
4:8, 10 


All the fat of the bullock for the sin offering… the priest shall burn them upon the altar.


All the fat is the LORD'S.

cf. 3:16
· Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He hath put Him to grief: when Thou shalt make 

His soul an offering for sin…the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand.
Isa. 53:10
d. The whole bullock (except the fat) must All be burnt outside the Camp.

4:8-12


The whole bullock shall he carry forth without the camp unto a clean place.
· Wherefore Jesus also…suffered without the gate.

Heb. 13:12
· Let us go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach.

Heb. 13:13
e. Its Abiding Law: Where the burnt offering is killed shall the sin offering be killed:
6:25
· Jesus the Burnt Offering (knew no sin) was the Sin Offering (made Him to be sin) for us.  II Cor. 5:21, 22

3. The Peace Offering – If someone's offering is a fellowship offering,

Lev. 3:1, NIV
· Jesus, the Peace Offering – He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken 

down the middle wall of partition between us.

Eph. 2:14
a. The Bullock of the Sacrifice is the Means of Fellowship.

3:1



i. Christ is the Bullock – the Sinless One worthy to be Sacrificed.

· Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth.



I Pet. 2:22;
· He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin.
II Cor. 5:21;
· In Him is no sin.
 I Jn. 3:5
ii. Cf. Christ, our Peace, Broke down the wall of Partition between Jews and Gentiles. 
Eph. 3:14-18
· Jews and Gentiles made one, when they take up His Yoke of Fellowship.
Matt. 11:28-30

· Now they are Yoke-fellows with Him and with one another.
Phil. 4:3


· They can no more be unequally Yoked in Fellowship with the world. 
II Cor. 6:14

b. The Blood of the Sacrifice is the Maintenance of Fellowship. 
Lev. 3:2-7



The Bullock was Slain and Blood was Shed and Sprinkled to make atonement.
i. Cf. The Possible disruption of Fellowship – Sins of Commission and Omission.
· If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
I Jn. 1:8
ii. Cf. The Provision for restoration of Fellowship.




I Jn. 1:9; 2:1, 2
· If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness… 
· If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:


And He is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

c. The Best of the Sacrifice is the Marrow of Fellowship – the fat 
Lev. 3:3-5, 16  cf. 7:23-25



The Best of the Bullock is reserved for the Lord.  It is the Lord’s portion. 

Lev. 3:5 cf. 3:16


[Fat is removed from the Peace Offering and the Sin Offering (3:3, 4; 4:8-10) except the Burnt Offering (1:8)].
Fat is translated…
i. “marrow and fatness”
-  Psa. 63:5  (richest of foods, NIV)

ii. “best”  
-  Num. 18:29, 30, 32

iii. “finest” 
-  Psa. 81:16;  147:14

· Only our Best is acceptable to God in the Fellowship of Worship and Work – the fat of the bullock.
d. The “Burning” of the Sacrifices is the Make-up of the Fellowship – sweet or otherwise.
i. Burnt, katar = smoke, i.e. turn into fragrance by fire (esp. an act of worship)

Lev. 1:9


Used only of the three sweet-savour offerings, viz. Burnt, Meal, Peace.

1:9; 2:2; 3:5 


It is the burning of sweet incense. It is an Offering of a Sweet Savour.  

3:5 cf. Eph. 5:2
· Christ…hath given Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.
ii. Burnt,  saraph = burn utterly, consume


4:12


Used only of the Sin Offering - it is burnt outside the camp.

· Jesus… suffered outside the city gate in order to sanctify the people by his own blood. 
Heb. 13:12
e. The Breast and Shoulder of the Sacrifice is the Meal of the Fellowship.
Lev. 7:29-34


i. The Fat is removed from the Bullock and Burnt on the Altar.

7:31a cf.  33, 34


the priest shall burn the fat upon the altar.


ii. The Breast is waved before the Lord and given to Aaron and his sons.
7:30, 31b

the breast shall be Aaron's and his sons.

[In a wave offering, the breast of the animal was waved or moved back and forth, toward and away   from the altar, as a symbol of presenting the offering to God and of His returning it to the priest.]

· The Act Signified: Receiving from and Returning to God what we receive from Him

· The Affection Symbolised in the Waved Breast:  We love (Him), because he first loved us. I Jn. 4:19

· The Animal Shared: God taking the fat, Aaron and his sons, the breast in a Fellowship Meal.

iii. The right Shoulder (Leg/Thigh, NIV) is heaved before the Lord as a Heave Offering.  7:32

 [The heave offering consisted of heaving the right shoulder of the animal up and down, 
symbolically setting it aside as a contribution to God for the use of the priests.]
· It is Shared with the priest who offers the Sacrifice.
7:32, 33

The right shoulder shall ye give unto the priest for an heave offering…of your peace offerings.


· It Speaks of the Strength in Service – right shoulder
· Be Equally yoked with Christ - He offers us His yoke for us to take up.  
Matt. 11:29

· My yoke is easy  
- Learn from Him how to be a Bullock.

· My burden is light 
- Let Him carry the other half of the Burden.


· Be not Entangled with the yoke of Bondage.

Gal. 5:1
ct. Acts 15:10

· Be Enlisted as a true yoke-fellow and Bear one another’s Burdens.
Phil. 4:3 cf. Gal. 6:2 ct 5

· Be not unEqually yoked together with those not Believers
II Cor. 6:14
· Jesus is the Peace Offering.

Eph. 2:14-18

· Cf. The Lord’s Supper – God sharing Christ with His people.

I Cor. 10:16, 17

· Con.: Beware of the Bulls of Bashan – the enemies of Christ, Believe them not.
Psa. 22:12
Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round.
Many shall come in My name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many… believe it not.  Mt. 24:5, 23

C. The Cow is a Picture of the Saint 
Consider the Cows transporting the Ark of God in a new Cart.
I Sam 6.7-14
Background:


(1)
The Capture of the Ark.
I Sam. 4:1-22


(2)
The Curse of the Ark.

I Sam. 5:1-12


(3)
The Call for the Priests and their Advice.
I Sam. 6:1-8


(a)
Send it away but not empty....return Him a trespass offering.
6:3


(b)
Send it in a new cart pulled by unyoked milk cows.
6:7

(c)
And see, if it goeth up by the way of his own coast to Bethshemesh, then He hath done us this great evil: but if not, then we shall know that it is not His hand that smote us: it was a Chance that happened to us.






6:9

(4)
The Confirmation of God’s Controlling Authority.
I Sam. 6:12, NIV
Then the cows went straight up toward Beth Shemesh, keeping on the 

 road and lowing all the way; they did not turn to the right or to the left.



Nothing was left to Chance…
The  Lord Yahweh  Controlled  and directed  the  paths  of  His   Cows:

Text:  Pro. 3:6 - In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths.


The Cows are a Picture of Believers in Christ:
1. The Cows Carried the emblems on a new Cart. They testified…
a. To the Presence of God – the Ark of the Covenant.
I Sam. 6:11a


They laid the ark of the LORD upon the cart.

b. To the Power of God – the golden rats and boils, symbols of their punishment by God.
I Sam. 6:11b


With the mice of gold and the images of their emerods.

· Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 


and glorify your Father which is in heaven. [Testify to His Person, Presence and Power]
Mt: 5:16

2. The Cows had to Chose to follow their natural Instincts or God’s Instructions.
a. They were Milch cows Mothering their calves – they took two milch cows. 
I Sam. 6:10a, NRSV
Mothers are naturally inclined towards their new-born. They naturally will not part with them.
b. The Cows were separated from their Calves to Choose between them and God’s Course.  I Sam. 6:7, 9, 10

Tie the kine to the cart, and bring their calves home from them:
See, if it goeth up by the way of his own coast to Bethshemesh, then He [God] hath done us this great evil: 
but if not, then we shall know that it is not His hand that smote us: it was a chance that happened to us.
c. They kept to the straight path of God’s Course – it was not Chance that plagued the Philistines.   6:12
And the kine took the straight way to the way of Bethshemesh, and went along the highway, 
lowing as they went, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the left;

· He that loveth father or mother more than Me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son 

or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.
Mt. 10:37
· In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths. [Follow His Paths.]
Pro. 3:6

3. The Cows Became a Burnt Offering unto the Lord.

I Sam. 6:14b


And offered the kine a burnt offering unto the LORD.
Their obedience to God and following God’s directions led them to their deaths and be sacrificed as burnt offerings unto the Lord.

· Cf. Jesus, the Burnt Offering – He became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Phil. 2:8

· Cf. Abraham who was obedient to the extent to sacrifice his son as a burnt offering:
Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest…and offer him there for a burnt offering. Gen. 22:2
· Cf. Paul, Prepared to be a Burnt Offering in life and in death.
Phil. 1:20, 21 cf. Rom. 12:1

According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, 


but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, 


whether it be by life, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
Phil. 1:20, 21


I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.
II Tim. 4:6

Conclusion and Challenge for the Year of the Bullock:
Are you (as the Cow) prepared to be obedient to the Lord to surrender your will and life to Him to the extent of being a Living Burnt Offering unto Him to prove what is His Good, Perfect and Acceptable Will for you in this Year of the Bullock following the Lord’s Bullock Example of being a Burnt Sacrifice in order to be a Sin Offering for you that He might be a Peace Offering on your behalf unto God.

· I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice [as a Burnt Offering], holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service [your spiritual worship, NRSV] And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
Rom. 12:1, 2
Alternative Conclusion:

4. Certain other Conditions regarding Cows:

a. The Positive Aspects:

i. The Sacrifice regarding the Cow and its Calf.

· The Calf could not be sacrificed before the eighth day of its birth
Lev. 22:27, NRSV

When an ox or a sheep or a goat is born, it shall remain seven days with its mother, 

and from the eighth day on it shall be acceptable as the Lord's offering by fire.

· The Cow and calf could not be sacrificed on the same day.
Lev. 22:28, NIV

Do not slaughter a cow or a sheep and its young on the same day.
· Cf. The Care to be given to the Child. 
Pro. 29:15b
A child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame.
· Cf. Simeon…said unto Mary His mother, Behold this Child is set
 for the fall and rising again of many in Israel.
Lk. 2:34

ii. The Setting aside of the firstborn of a Cow. It is holy and belongs to God.
Num. 18:17


The firstling of a cow blessed them, and thou shalt not redeem; they are holy.

· Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase.
Pro. 3:9

iii. The Settling together of the Cow and other wild Creatures in peace in God’s Kingdom. Isa. 11:7 (6-9)

The cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together:
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
· If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.

Rom. 12:18
b. The Negative Aspects.

i. The Cows of the Wicked may Seem to prosper.
Job 21:10, NRSV
Their bull breeds without fail; their cow calves and never miscarries.
[But] the wicked is reserved to the day of destruction…to the day of wrath. 

Job 21:30
ii. In the Assyrian Attack, Abundance of milk from the cows 

and cattle and sheep roaming freely in the place was a Sign of judgment:
· The Seeming Prosperity of the Wicked.

Isa. 7:20-22, NRSV
On that day one will keep alive a young cow and two sheep, and will eat curds because of the abundance of milk that they give; for everyone that is left in the land shall eat curds and honey…
they will become a place where cattle are let loose and where sheep tread.
· The Sureness of the Punishment of the Wicked.
Isa. 7:23-25, NRSV

On that day every place where there used to be a thousand vines, worth a thousand shekels of silver, will become briers and thorns.  With bow and arrows one will go there, for all the land will be briers and thorns;  and as for all the hills that used to be hoed with a hoe, you will not go there for fear of briers and thorns; but they will become a place where cattle are let loose and where sheep tread.
In this Chinese New Year of the Bullock,
· Seek not the Passing Prosperity of the Wicked:
Jer. 5:25-29
Your iniquities have turned away these things, and your sins have withholden good things from you. For among my people are found wicked men: they lay wait, as he that setteth snares; they set a trap, they catch men. As a cage is full of birds, so are their houses full of deceit: therefore they are become great, and waxen rich. They are waxen fat, they shine: yea, they overpass the deeds of the wicked: they judge not the cause, the cause of the fatherless, yet they prosper; and the right of the needy do they not judge. Shall I not visit for these things? saith the LORD: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?
· But Seek ye the Perpetual Prosperity that God Giveth:
Josh. 1:8
This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.
· Be not an Ox, but be a Cow and seek to follow the Bullock for this Year of the Bullock:
Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.

 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

Pro. 3:5, 6

My wife and I take this opportunity to wish all our Chinese Prayer Partners:

A Blessed, Bountiful and Prosperous 
Chinese New Year of the Bullock
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